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Introduction 
 
God is doing a new thing on the earth. Only it isn’t so new. It 
was first done approximately 4,000 years ago. What is this new  
(or not so new) thing? Night and day worship and prayer. It is 
springing up all over the earth. Sometimes people have 
experienced it somewhere and want to begin it in their own 
location. Sometimes it has begun spontaneously without any 
knowledge that is happening anywhere else. It looks different 
in different places and in different contexts.  
 
In 1999 the International House of Prayer (IHOP) was born in 
Kansas City, Missouri, USA, under the leadership of Mike 
Bickle. This had been on his heart for the best part of 20 years 
before it came into being. God had spoken in many very clear 
and, often awesome, ways about it. About the same time in 
Chichester, England a man named Pete Grieg had 24/7 prayer 
on his heart and began something that was supposed to last a 
week but continued for several months, giving birth to ‘Boiler 
Rooms,’ – communities of 24/7 prayer with a strong outreach 
edge. At the time neither of them knew of the other’s 
existence. Something had been stirring on the heart of God for 
awhile and was beginning to find expression in human hearts. 
 
On a very much smaller scale something began in mine and 
my husband Frederick’s hearts after we visited IHOP in 
September 2005. In truth it wasn’t really the start, it just began 
to make sense of what had been on our hearts, in different 
ways, for a few years. IHOP gave us a way of expressing it, 
describing it.  

 
When I was still a fairly new Christian God stirred my heart with 
the idea of a place of constant worship and prayer. I just had 
no idea what this really meant or what it could look like. For 
awhile I thought I would become a nun, as I had no other 
context for it. I knew I had ‘come home’ from my very first visit 
to IHOP’s 24/7 prayer room. I don’t mean I necessarily have to 
be in Kansas but this reality of night and day worship and 
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prayer feels like home. It has been a long journey for me to 
discover this ‘new thing’ God is doing; and to more fully 
discover it isn’t new at all but something God began a long 
time ago with a tent, a box, a king, and a bunch of Levites (a 
big bunch of Levites). 
 
In 2008 God began to speak to us about Bangor in Northern 
Ireland, and we are convinced He desires to raise up a 24/7 
House of Prayer and Worship here. We believe He wants us to 
be a part of that. We moved here in 2010, in response to this. 
It has been a journey, in the natural and in the Spirit! We 
recognise that we have no special qualifications for this, we’re 
very ordinary people. But that is what this move of God is 
about, ordinary people gathering together. It isn’t about 
superstars, thankfully. And what God says He will do, He will 
do.  
 
We were offered a room to use and so began a regular rhythm 
of gathering people for prayer in February 2011. This has 
changed shape over the years and people have come and 
gone in that time. But there is a growing core of people who 
join us regularly and who are increasingly committed to this 
vision as well. We are not the only ones with a vision to see 
24/7 prayer and worship restored to Bangor – for it is in the 
very DNA of the place. And over the years we have seen God 
connect us with people who have a similar heart. The story is 
still in the making and how God connects all that has to be 
connected, in people and in other ways, is totally in His hands. 
He has given us vision – a glimpse really – and opened doors, 
but we, and others, can only go forward as He leads; as He 
makes the way. 
 
So why this little booklet about 24/7 prayer and the tabernacle, 
or tent, of David? If I’m honest, it began for myself. I 
passionately believe in houses of prayer and the whole 24/7 
prayer movement. Whilst we love and value it in all its different 
‘flavours’; our specific vision is unashamedly the model of 
ongoing 24/7 prayer and worship until Jesus comes. I had 
some understanding of the tabernacle of David, but would 
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have found it hard to explain to someone else in detail. And I 
wanted to be able to. I wrote  it in this booklet form, initially, 
because we were leading days of 12 hours of prayer at our 
church in England, before we moved to Bangor. I realised that 
for many it may, or may not, have seemed like a good idea. I 
wanted to give people a sense of where this was coming from 
and where it’s going, as well. For those who are already drawn 
to it, it offers a Biblical understanding of the roots of night and 
day prayer. For those who just think it’s something for people 
who like that sort of thing, I want to spark an excitement. And if 
people further afield find it helpful to give a Biblical context for 
houses of prayer and 24/7 prayer, that’s great. I hope it is as 
enjoyable to read as it has been to research and write. I hope, 
too, that whether you have a lot of Biblical knowledge or you’re 
very new to the Bible it will be relevant and accessible. 
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The story of a tent... 
 
Most translations of the Bible call it the tabernacle. What is a 
tabernacle? To put it simply a tabernacle is a tent. The 
tabernacle did not very closely resemble a contemporary 
tunnel tent or dome tent, or even, for the keen or old-
fashioned, a ridge tent. It was a much more solid and enduring 
structure than that. I will refer to the tabernacle of David and 
the tabernacle of Moses, but of course they were both God’s 
tabernacle. David’s tabernacle has its roots firmly in the 
tabernacle of Moses. 
 
For clarity’s sake, and for those who may not know, I will briefly 
explain the Moses’ tabernacle and the ark of God, also known 
as the Ark of the Covenant. God made a covenant with 
Abraham, that He would make Him fruitful and bless His 
descendants (even though he and his wife Sarah were old by 
this time and had not been able to have children) and through 
his descendants would bless all peoples. God promised 
Abraham’s descendants a land of their own. After an unwise 
attempt to help God out with His promise, Abraham and Sarah 
finally had a son together, when they were both way too old to 
have children. They named their son Isaac. Isaac had two 
sons, Jacob and Esau, the blessing/promise continued through 
Jacob. Jacob, whose name God changed to Israel, had twelve 
sons – these sons and their descendants, became the people 
(or children) of Israel. When there was a famine throughout the 
land God took them to Egypt, where there was plenty of food. 
The story of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and his sons is told in the 
Old Testament Book of Genesis.  
 
As the years went on the kings and people of Egypt resented 
the Israelites and made them slaves. They were in Egypt for 
four hundred years. They were forced into heavy labour, their 
baby boys were killed to keep their numbers down, so they 
cried out to God, God heard them and sent Moses to deliver 
them. Through many signs and wonders, and at great cost to 
the Egyptians because Pharaoh’s heart was hardened towards 
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God, they were finally allowed to leave. During their journey to 
the promised land God made a covenant with them that they 
would be His people and He would be their God. At Mount 
Sinai Moses met God face to face, He gave him the Law that 
Israel was to live by and the instructions for building the 
tabernacle – the basis for worship. It was always about 
worship, not law. The constant cry of Moses to Pharaoh had 
been ‘God says let my people go that they might worship me.’ 
 
So the tabernacle was the place of meeting with God, the law 
enabled them to meet with God. There was a complex system 
of sacrifices and offerings as worship to God. But as the 
prophet Samuel says later to King Saul (1 Samuel 15:22) God 
desires obedience more than sacrifice. And as we see 
throughout the Old Testament (as well as the New) God was 
really after a people who would love him out of choice, that is 
the only way of true relationship. 
  
There were three areas in the tabernacle: The outer courts 
where the people came and brought their offerings; the Holy 
place where the priests burnt fragrant incense every morning 
and evening; and the Holy of Holies where the Ark of the 
Covenant was kept, this was the place where God dwelled with 
His people. God gave Moses detailed instructions of how the 
tabernacle and its furnishings were to be made, this is found in 
the book of Exodus. The job of carrying the tabernacle and the 
ark was given to the tribe of Levi – hence ‘Levites’. Moses was 
from the tribe of Levi. The descendants of his brother Aaron 
were the only Levites who could be priests and they were the 
only ones who could enter the Holy of Holies, the very 
presence of God. This may seem odd and austere to us who 
live this side of the cross, but it is out of God’s kindness He did 
it this way. It was the first time since the garden of Eden that 
God had dwelt with man. He had revealed something of 
Himself to Abraham and a few others. God is a holy God. 
Holiness is separateness. God is completely other than us. We 
sometimes think God is a bit like us only better. No, His 
thoughts are not our thoughts, His ways are past 
understanding. We are made in His image but He is not like us. 
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The ancients understood that to see God was to die, not 
because He was mean, simply because His holiness would 
consume us in our sin. The tabernacle with its sacrificial 
system and the laws were a way that God could dwell with the 
people He had chosen to be His own; the people through 
whom He would reveal Himself to the whole of mankind. It was 
a way they could come to Him in worship and be blessed, not 
consumed, by His presence. The children of Israel wandered in 
the desert for forty years so it had to be a tent, a moveable 
structure. 
 
This is a very simple précis of the first five books of the Old 
Testament. If you are unfamiliar with this history search it out, 
study it, meditate on it. The details of the making of the 
tabernacle are found in Exodus chapters 25-32. These 
instructions were given to Moses by God. At that time Moses 
spent 40 days and 40 nights on the mountain with God, during 
which time He confirmed His covenant with the children of 
Israel and gave Moses the tablets of stone on which God 
Himself, had written the heart of the law, the 10 
commandments. 
 
Time moved on. Moses died, God raised up Joshua to lead the 
people and take them into the Promised  Land. They had to 
fight for their land. Eventually they had relative peace, they 
built houses and settled down. It is unclear precisely what 
happened to the tabernacle. The next few hundred years 
follow a cyclical pattern. The Israelites follow the Lord for a 
period of time, then they run after other gods, they are overrun 
by the Philistines, or some other people, they cry out to God 
and God raises up a leader to deliver them, they follow God 
during the life time of that leader, then they run after other 
gods and so on. 
 
There is clearly still some kind of tabernacle during the time of 
the prophet Samuel as his mother takes him to serve in the 
‘temple of the Lord’ (this was prior to the building of the actual 
temple) to thank God for giving her a child. He assists Eli, the 
priest in taking care of it. The ark of the covenant is still there 
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at this time. A few years later, when the Israelites are again at 
war with the Philistines, they take the ark of the covenant with 
them into war and it is captured by the Philistines. 
 
Soon after this, when Samuel is leading Israel, they demand a 
king, so that they can become ‘like all the other nations.’ God 
gave them a king, Saul. He begins well but blows it when he 
offers a sacrifice instead of waiting for Samuel. He later 
disobeyed God’s order to destroy all the Amalekites and all 
their stuff. He kept some back, ‘for a sacrifice,’ he said.. This is 
when Samuel reminded Saul that God is more interested in 
obedience than sacrifice. God looked for another man, a man 
after His own heart, to be king of Israel, David. But it was 
clearly more to do with the positioning of his heart than the 
things he did or didn’t do David had to wait for fifteen years 
after he is anointed king by Samuel before he actually became 
king. Many of those years he spent fleeing for his life from 
Saul, who is consumed with jealousy for David. 
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...and a box 
 
The story of David’s tent is really a story of worship and it 
begins when he finally becomes king. First of all he is only king 
of Judah but eventually all Israel make him their king. He goes 
to Jerusalem and builds himself a palace. But he is a man after 
God’s heart and he wants the presence of God to be central to 
his kingdom. He decides to bring the Ark of the Covenant to 
Jerusalem, the city God has chosen. This story is told in 2 
Samuel 6 and 1 Chronicles 13-16. 
 
So what is the Ark of the Covenant? As I have already said it 
contained the presence of God before it was possible for all 
those who love the Lord to be filled with his presence. Of 
course there is a sense in which God fills everything and is 
everywhere – His omnipresence – and He always has. But this 
is His manifest presence. It was actually a chest (or a box) 
made of acacia wood, inlayed with gold inside and outside, 3 
¾ feet (1.1 metre) long and 2 ¼ feet (0.7 metre) wide and high. 
It had a cover known as the atonement cover (or mercy seat) 
made of pure gold. In this was put the tablets with the law, a jar 
of manna and Aaron’s staff that had budded as proof of his 
calling by God. 
 
Exodus 25:10-22"Have them make a chest of acacia wood—
two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit 
and a half high. Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, 
and make a gold moulding around it. Cast four gold rings for it 
and fasten them to its four feet, with two rings on one side and 
two rings on the other. Then make poles of acacia wood and 
overlay them with gold. Insert the poles into the rings on the 
sides of the chest to carry it. The poles are to remain in the 
rings of this ark; they are not to be removed. 16Then put in the 
ark the Testimony, which I will give you.  
"Make an atonement cover of pure gold—two and a half cubits 
long and a cubit and a half wide. And make two cherubim out 
of hammered gold at the ends of the cover. Make one cherub 
on one end and the second cherub on the other; make the 
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cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two ends. The 
cherubim are to have their wings spread upward, 
overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim are to face 
each other, looking towards the cover. Place the cover on top 
of the ark and put in the ark the Testimony, which I will give 
you. There, above the cover between the two cherubim that 
are over the ark of the Testimony, I will meet with you and give 
you all my commands for the Israelites. 
 
Hebrews 9:4 This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron's 
staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. 
 
When David decides to bring the Ark of the Covenant, (also 
called the Ark of God) to Jerusalem, it is in the house of a man 
named Abinadab (See 1 Samuel 7:1) The Philistines found it 
too hot to handle after they had captured it, so they sent it back 
to Israel on a cart. It turned up at Kiriath Jearim and the people 
took it to Abinadab’s house. We do not know who Abinadab is. 
We don’t know if he was a priest or a Levite. We do not know 
why the people of Kiriath Jearim took it to Abinadab’s house. It 
would be possible to deduce that Abinadab was an Israelite. 
This may seem obvious but the Gibeonites had tricked Israel 
into a treaty when they were first in the land, so not all the 
inhabitants of Gibeon were necessarily Israelites. It is also 
likely that Abinadab was known as a godly man. Anyhow, it 
was in his house for twenty years before David became king of 
all Israel and decided to bring it to Jerusalem. Evidently he, 
and his family, had not come to any harm with it in their house. 
He gave his son Eleazar the duty of guarding it. Whether they 
had touched it in all this time, or not, we cannot know. Perhaps 
they feared to. Perhaps God extended His mercy to them 
because they did not know any better. 
 
It was from Abinadab’s house that David had it set on a new 
cart and two of Abinadab’s other sons were given the job of 
guiding it. Perhaps they had grown familiar with it. Maybe 
during its stay in their house it had not seemed all that 
awesome. This is, of course, merely my ownspeculation. 
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Scripture tells us that Abinadab’s  house was on a hill. Possibly 
the threshing floor of Nacon (2 Samuel 6:6), where the 
following events took place, was not far down the hill from 
Abinadab’s house. However it was, we do know that not far 
from Nacon’s threshing floor the oxen stumbled and Uzzah, 
son of Abinadab, who had lived with this ark much of his life, 
instinctively reached out and held the ark to keep it from falling 
off the cart. Anyone of us, given the job of guiding the thing, 
may well have done the same. But 2 Samuel 6:7 says ‘The 
Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent 
act; therefore God struck him down and he died there beside 
the ark of God.’! What? He just acted instinctively, how was he 
irreverent? He probably thought to let it fall off was pretty 
irreverent! I daresay no one had said to him ‘don’t touch the 
ark even if it looks like it may fall off the cart.’ He probably 
thought he knew more about it than anyone else, he had 
virtually grown up with it. But perhaps he had never really 
understood what it was that had been in his father’s house all 
those years. He knew, of course, it was the ark of the 
covenant, but maybe the gravity of it, the weightiness of the 
thing itself, had eluded him. 
 
He had little time to consider his grave mistake anyway. But 
something had changed. This box that Abinadab and his sons 
had lived with, which had seemed benign, had caused the 
death of Uzzah, son and brother. How was it they had lived 
peaceably with this thing that had so suddenly caused the 
death of Uzzah? What had changed? 
 
I believe the clue lies with David. David was king and he was 
the one looking to restore the presence of God to Israel, to the 
heart of the kingdom which was Jerusalem, the place God had 
chosen to put His Name. If David did not know how to transport 
the ark safely he should have found out. He understood 
enough to know the necessity of bringing the ark to Jerusalem 
and to do it with praise and worship (2 Samuel 6:5). 
 
The things of God, the ways and commands of God had been 
forgotten, not just during David’s reign but over many, many 
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years. He should have sought out God’s instructions – clearly 
laid out by Moses – how it should be done. 
 
I believe what had changed was David’s desire (which was 
good) to restore the worship of God to its right place in Israel’s 
nationhood. But he had to learn that it had to be done on God’s 
terms, not his own. He had to learn, and Israel had to learn, 
how to come to God, God’s way, not the way a heathen nation 
had done it knowing no better. 
 
It is recorded that David was angry because the Lord’s wrath 
had broken out against Uzzah. It is easy to read it as David 
being angry with God for what God had done – and maybe it 
was that way at first. But I believe the real object of his anger 
was himself. He knew God to be compassionate and loving, 
His ‘breaking out’ against Uzzah was not a whimsical thing by 
a tyrannical god. He knew somewhere that he, David, the 
leader of this people, the one who had led the bringing back of 
the ark, had missed something. 
 
2 Samuel 6:9 “David was afraid of the Lord that day and said, 
‘How can the ark of the Lord ever come to me?’ He was not 
willing to take the ark of the Lord to be with him in the city of 
David.’ 
 
He was not clear what the problem was but he knew, as things 
stood, he could not continue with his plan. It could mean more 
deaths – the trip from Keareath Jearim to Jerusalem was 9 
miles, it was likely they had not come very far. Maybe his own 
life, too, would be in danger. So David took the ark aside to the 
house of Obed-Edom, the Gittite (a Levite!). I imagine this was 
the nearest place David could take it. He wanted done with this 
plan. Whether it was the nearest place, or the nearest Levite 
home, we cannot tell. Did David, even now, have an inkling of 
what he had done wrong? However it was, the ark was brought 
to the home of Obed-Edom, a Levite, indeed a son of Korah 
who went on to become a gatekeeper at the Tabernacle of 
David. Psalm 84 was written by a son of Korah (the 
gatekeepers). It’s possibly fanciful, but a rather nice idea, that 
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it may have been written by Obed-Edom who shared his home 
with the ark of God – the presence of God – for 3 months, and 
forever after that could not live without the presence of God. 
When David and the leaders of the Levites were handing out 
jobs to the different families, I can almost hear Obed-Edom 
saying, ‘I don’t care what I do but you must give me a job 
serving in the tabernacle, I have to be where God’s presence 
is. I’ve tasted it, I can’t live without it. Even if you make the 
sons of Korah gatekeepers, give us something in the courts of 
God.’ He was spoiled for anything else. 
 
Psalm 84:1,10  How lovely is your dwelling place O Lord God 
Almighty! 
My soul yearns, even faints for the courts of the Lord; 
My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God… 
Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God… 
 
Whether this is true or not, he was certainly blessed by the 
presence of the ark in his house, he and his entire household – 
and David noted this. 
 
In 2 Samuel 6:11-12 we are told the ark was at Obed-Edom’s 
house for 3 months and that he was blessed, then David went 
back to bring the ark to the City of David. In 1 Chronicles we 
are given greater insight into David’s thought processes 
between the two attempts to bring the ark to Jerusalem. During 
this period David must have spent much time in thought, 
prayer and research before he would consider taking the risk 
of trying again. However David’s life shows us he was not one 
to give up easily! But his second attempt was very different. He 
did it according to the instructions God gave Moses. 
 
1 Chronicles 15:2,13 Then David said, ‘No-one  but the Levites 
may carry the ark of God, because the Lord chose them to 
carry the ark of the Lord and minister before Him for ever...It 
was because you, the Levites, did not bring it up the first time 
that the Lord, our God, broke out in anger against us. We did 
not enquire of Him about how to do it in the prescribed way.’ 
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Deuteronomy 10:8 At that time the LORD set apart the tribe of 
Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the LORD, to stand 
before the LORD to minister and to pronounce blessings in his 
name, as they still do today. 
 
Deuteronomy 31:9 So Moses wrote down this law and gave it 
to the priests, the sons of Levi, who carried the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD, and to all the elders of Israel. 
 
You will find detailed instructions in Exodus, Leviticus and 
Deuteronomy about the Levites and their duties, including how 
they were to carry the ark on poles. 
 
David must have spent these 3 months studying the scrolls of 
the books of Moses. Having initially been angry, he channelled 
his energies into getting it right. Although his first reaction was 
that it would not be possible to bring the ark back, he didn’t 
remain angry and afraid. He knew God, he knew the desire to 
have the ark – God’s presence – in the centre of Israel again, 
was a right desire put in his heart by God. 
 
It had been a long time, 20 years, since it had been where it 
should be (1 Samuel 7:2). When David had first suggested it 
he had said how they had not enquired of it during the reign of 
Saul (1 Chronicles 13:3), ie they had neglected it. It was while 
Eli was still priest that the ark was captured by the Philistines. 
In fact he died on hearing the news that it had been captured. 
David wanted his own reign to be centred on the presence of 
God.  
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David’s Tent 
 
The fundamental difference in David’s second attempt to bring 
the Ark to Jerusalem was that the ‘Levites carried the Ark with 
poles on their shoulders, as Moses had commanded in 
accordance with the word of the Lord’ (1 Chronicles 15:13). 
This second attempt was, as the first until Uzzah’s fatal 
mistake, full of joy and celebration and praising God with all 
their might. But there is a serious intent and an understanding 
of the gravity of what they are doing this time. I don’t believe 
David ever dealt with God and His things lightly. But a new 
seriousness and fear of God was brought home to him, and 
the people of Israel, by what had passed the first time. An 
understanding that we need to do God’s things His way not by 
our own good ideas. 
 
So as well as celebrating with music and dance with great 
abandon – which is something God delights in – they also 
sacrificed in accordance with God’s commands. We are also 
told, interestingly, that ‘David wore a linen ephod’ (2 Samuel 
6:14); this is what the Levites, who were carrying the ark, and 
the Levitical singers also wore (see 1 Chronicles 15:27). An 
ephod, contrary to popular belief, is not a loin-cloth such as 
Gandhi may have worn, but something more like a tabard style 
garment (a sleeveless garment) which certainly had shoulder 
straps (see the description in Exodus 28:5-14). So, let’s be 
clear, David was not naked (as I have often heard); nor was he 
wearing a nappy or loin-cloth. When Michal, David’s wife, 
refers to David ‘disrobing’ (2 Samuel 6:20) it does not mean he 
took all his clothes off and danced naked through the streets of 
Israel, but that he took off his ordinary (or possibly even his 
kingly) robes and wore an ephod. 
 
However what David is wearing is significant, for an ephod is 
the garment of a priest. David was not of the tribe of Levi, so 
was definitely not a descendant of Aaron who were the only 
people who could be priests by God’s command. He also 
offered sacrifices  (1 Chronicles 16:2). How was it that David 
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took on the role of a priest when he was a king and of the tribe 
of Judah? He is a foreshadowing of the One who is our King 
and Priest – Jesus Christ who, as a man, is descended from 
King David. And is the One who will sit on the throne of David 
forever, as God promised. The law was always a shadow, and 
a preparation for what God would do through Jesus. It was 
never His final word and He was never bound by it. Just as 
Jesus is the Priest and King and from the tribe of Judah, so 
David was a picture, or shadow if you like, of Him. When the 
Jews looked forward to the reign of the Messiah, it was 
frequently in terms of David., or David’s son. 
 
Not only did David research exactly how the ark should be 
brought to Jerusalem but he prepared a place for it – he 
pitched a tent for it (1 Chronicles 15:1). Tent and tabernacle 
are the same word. The tabernacle in the desert when Moses 
led the children of Israel was a tent. The ‘tabernacle of David,’ 
sounds rather grand but it was a tent. Whilst this tent that 
David prepared for the ark of God would have had similarities 
in structure to Moses’ tent and the sacrifice system would have 
been instituted, it was also quite distinct.  
 
The Tabernacle of Moses was primarily a place of sacrifice. 
God gave very specific instructions for this (see the book of 
Leviticus). David institutes something quite different. 
Undoubtedly the daily sacrifices were kept up but he made it a 
place of 24/7 worship – particularly singing and the playing of 
instruments. The job of keeping this going was given to the 
Levites. Part of his preparations, before the second attempt to 
bring the Ark of God to Jerusalem, was to appoint singers and 
musicians. In addition he appointed gatekeepers and 
doorkeepers. You can read the details of this in 1 Chronicles 
15:3 – 16:6. David got the leaders of the Levites to appoint 
singers to sing joyful songs and musicians, also doorkeepers. 
This was done in order to bring the Ark to Jerusalem but it was 
clearly ongoing from this point in time. 
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1 Chronicles 16:4 He appointed some of the Levites to minister 
before the ark of the Lord, to make petition, to give thanks and 
to praise the Lord the God of Israel.  
 
As we know from the Book of Psalms, David wrote songs and 
hymns. He participated in the Psalmody of the Tabernacle. On 
the day they brought the ark of God to Jerusalem, David had 
written a Psalm especially for the occasion (see 1 Chronicles 
16:7-36). Then David left the ongoing work of prayer and 
worship to the priests and Levites (see 1 Chronicles 16:37-42). 
 
Later on in 1 Chronicles we have a more detailed account of 
how David divided the Levites and priests into sections and 
what work they were given to do. This was in preparation for 
the permanent ‘tent’ David had in his heart to build for the 
Lord, the temple. 
 
1 Chronicles 23:3-5 3The Levites thirty years old or more were 
counted, and the total number of men was thirty-eight 
thousand. 4David said, "Of these, twenty-four thousand are to 
supervise the work of the temple of the LORD and six 
thousand are to be officials and judges. 5Four thousand are to 
be gatekeepers and four thousand are to praise the LORD with 
the musical instruments I have provided for that purpose. 
 
1 Chronicles 25:1 David, together with the commanders of the 
army, set apart some of the sons of Asaph, Heman and 
Jeduthun for the ministry of prophesying, accompanied by 
harps, lyres and cymbals.  
 
1 Chronicles 25:6-8  6All these men were under the supervision 

of their fathers for the music of the temple of the LORD, with 
cymbals, lyres and harps, for the ministry at the house of God. 
Asaph, Jeduthun and Heman were under the supervision of 
the king. 7Along with their relatives—all of them trained and 
skilled in music for the LORD -they numbered 288. 8Young and 
old alike, teacher as well as student, cast lots for their duties. 
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David, then, organised it and supervised it. This was of central 
importance to him as king and lover of God. But was it just a 
good idea he came up with? It would seem not! Many years 
later, when there was spiritual revival under King Hezekiah, the 
temple worship had been neglected. Hezekiah purified the 
temple and reinstituted the temple worship. 
 
2 Chronicles 29:25 He (that is Hezekiah) stationed Levites in 
the temple of the Lord with cymbals, harps and lyres in the way 
prescribed by David and Gad the king’s seer and Nathan the 
prophet; this was commanded by the Lord through His 
prophets. 
 
David was a warrior but God knew him as a man after His own 
heart. David had his weaknesses but he was a lover and 
worshipper of God. He brought the ark to Jerusalem; restored 
the presence of God as central to the life of Israel; he restored 
the tabernacle worship – sacrifices and offerings – but he also 
instituted the ongoing singing of worship and praise, petitioning 
of God and prophecy, a pattern for the temple worship. David 
had a desire on his heart – to build a temple for God. 
 

We find the story of David’s desire to build a temple for God in 
2 Samuel 7 and 1 Chronicles 17. To summarise: David had 
built his own magnificent palace of cedar and wanted to build 
something better than a tent for the ark of the covenant to 
dwell in. Nathan, the prophet, rather prematurely encouraged 
David in this. God then spoke to Nathan and said that David is 
not the one to build a temple for Him. To be honest God 
doesn’t seem that bothered about a temple at all, He seems 
quite happy with His tent. However, He says that David’s son – 
a man of peace – will build it. His promise to David is that God 
will build his house (that is David’s) – that there will be a king to 
reign on the throne of David forever. David is overwhelmed by 
God’s kindness in this. 
 
David is so eager for the temple to be built and, for everything 
to be done well and according to God’s ways, that he makes 
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detailed plans and preparations for it. He has already 
organised the Levite singers and musicians, gatekeepers etc 
(which is already in place in the tabernacle as are the 
sacrifices and offerings). He buys the wood, lays the plans, 
sorts the manpower and urges Solomon to make it a priority of 
his reign. It seems to be the delight of David’s heart. In the 
midst of the trials and struggles of his kingship, the 
preparations for the temple are his passion. 
 
The temple is a place of great creativity and beauty, as was 
the tabernacle of Moses. There was gold, silver, bronze, wood, 
onyx, marble, all kinds of precious stones all given willingly by 
David, the leaders and the people. The work was to be done 
by skilled craftsmen (see 1 Chronicles 28:21, 1 Chronicles 
29:1-5). 
 
1 Chronicles 28:19 "All this," David said, "I have in writing from 
the hand of the Lord upon me, and he gave me understanding 
in all the details of the plan." 
 
When Jesus turned over the tables of the money changers in 
the temple and drove out those who were buying and selling 
He said: It is written, ‘My house will be called  a house of 
prayer but you are making it a den of robbers,’ (Matthew 
21:13). He is quoting Isaiah 56:7.  
 
And foreigners who bind themselves to the Lord to minister to 
him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, 
all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold 
fast to my covenant—7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 
and give them joy in my house of prayer. 
Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my 
altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all 
nations.” Isaiah 56:6-7 
 
In this context it is a place where anyone can come to worship 
and pray to God. It is looking forward to a day when the way 
will have been made for ‘foreigners to bind themselves to the 
Lord to serve Him, to love the name of the Lord and to worship 
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Him…’ This was one of the reasons for Jesus’ anger – it had 
pushed out the gentiles from the outer courts. 
 
Solomon did build the temple. After Solomon’s reign there 
were frequent periods of neglect of the temple and of ministry 
to God. There were kings, such as Josiah, Hezekiah and 
others, who found scrolls and reinstated temple worship, 
bringing spiritual revival to the nation for awhile. Finally the 
temple was burned down by the Babylonians and most of the 
Jews taken into captivity. Scripture clearly shows this to be a 
judgement of God on His people for their hardness of heart 
towards Him and their turning away from His ways. Seventy 
years later (as prophesied by Jeremiah at the time of the exile) 
some of the exiles came back and rebuilt the walls of 
Jerusalem, their homes and the temple. This is told in the 
books of Daniel, Nehemiah and Ezra. However this temple is 
defiled by Antiochus Epiphanies IV around 167BC and it 
eventually fell into disrepair. This is not found in the Bible but it 
is clearly told in historical documents. Herod the Great rebuilt it 
around 19BC and this is the temple that Jesus visited and 
where He over-turned the tables of the money lenders. This is 
the temple about which He prophesied: ‘As for what you see 
here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on 
another; every one of them will be thrown down.’ (Luke 21:6) 
 
In AD70 the Romans finally sacked Jerusalem and destroyed 
the temple. It has never been rebuilt. Israel did not exist as an 
independent nation from the Babylonian exile until the re-
creation of the state of Israel in 1948. You can visit the western 
wall of Herod’s temple. Jews pray at this wall but on the temple 
mount there is a Muslim shrine - The Dome of the Rock (this is 
apparently not a mosque). The Jews have been scattered 
around the nations of the earth since the exile. Following the 
largest attempted genocide, Hitler’s holocaust of the Jewish 
people, the nations of the world – for a brief moment, for 
whatever reason – recognised the need for a Jewish state. 
Since the re-creation of the state of Israel in 1948 many Jews 
have come from around the world to settle in Israel. 
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This is more than an interesting history lesson. It has great 
relevance to the House of Prayer and 24/7 prayer movement. 
My focus for this little booklet is the tabernacle of David and 
how that relates to the present day resurgence of 24/7 prayer 
and worship around the world. The re-birth of Israel as a nation 
and God’s covenant with the Jewish people as central to his 
purposes on the earth is outside the remit of this booklet but it 
is of great importance to us as Christians in the end-times. It is 
a subject I would urge you to study Scripture about and read 
up on. There are many excellent books. See appendix A – 
Israel, God’s end time purposes – for a list of suggested books 
and Scriptures to begin your study. 
 
The end of the age will be focussed on Israel. We need to 
know that standing with Israel is crucial. Thought it does not 
mean necessarily agreeing with all Israel does. 
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What has this got to do with us now? 
 
The prophet Amos lived just prior to Isaiah. This is some 150 
years before the exile and approximately 300 years after the 
time of David. By the time of Amos the temple had, 
intermittently, suffered many years of neglect. Amos said in his 
book: 
 
Amos 9:11-12 ‘In that day I will restore David’s fallen tent. I will 
repair its broken places, restore its ruins, and build it as it used 
to be, so that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all 
the nations that bear my name,’ declares the Lord who will do 
these things. 
 
These verses are quoted in Acts 15:16-18 by James (this is 
James the brother of Jesus who by this time seems to be in 
leadership of the church in Jerusalem). The context is Paul 
sharing the things God has done among the gentiles. The 
apostles and elders in Jerusalem were discussing God’s 
purposes for the gentiles, with Paul and Barnabas. He quotes 
these verses in acknowledgement of God’s calling and 
purpose for the gentiles (that is non-Jews) who turn to God. 
 
Please stay with me as I do a brief word study here of the 
words used in the Bible for tabernacle/tent. 
 
Mishkawn – a residence (including a shepherd’s hut and an 
animal’s lair), the tabernacle (properly its wooden walls) also 
the temple; a dwelling, habitation, tent. The word is used to 
refer to the Tabernacle as in Exodus – Deuteronomy, 
particularly when referring to the construction of it. 
 
Ohel – a tent clearly conspicuous from a distance; covering, 
home, tabernacle, tent. This is used mostly in the context of 
the part of the tabernacle the congregation could enter. The 
NIV renders this ‘tent of meeting’. This is also the word used in 
1 Chronicles 15:1 that we have already looked at, when David 
pitched a tent for the ark of God. 
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Cukkah – a hut or lair; booth, cottage, covert, pavilion, 
tabernacle, tent. This is the word in the Amos 9:11 reference. It 
is also used in the context of the feast of tabernacles. This is a 
feast commanded by God for the Jews to celebrate, 
remembering the years they wandered in the desert. 
 
The New Testament is mainly written in Greek and uses the 
word:  
Akene – a tent or cloth hut; habitation, tabernacle. This is the 
word James uses for tent or tabernacle. 
 
What I am trying to establish is that the word used in Amos and 
Acts is more akin to a tent or tabernacle than in the sense of 
the ‘house’ or line of David. This is often how this verse is 
interpreted but that is not, I believe, what is meant in this 
context. Of course God did promise that he would build a 
‘house’ or ‘line’ for David, that there would be someone who 
would sit on the throne of David forever, and Jesus is the 
fulfilment of that. But in 1 Chronicles 17:10 when God, through 
the prophet Nathan, tells David He never asked him to build 
Him a temple or a house, He’s happy with the tent. He says: ‘I 
declare to you that the Lord will build a house for you. When 
your days are over and you go to be with your fathers, I will 
raise up your offspring...’ The word for house here is bayith – 
a house especially family, court, home, palace, temple. The 
word is never used for a tent or tabernacle. 
 
I believe Scripture is telling us that God intends to restore the 
tabernacle David began – meaning ongoing 24/7 worship and 
prayer, particularly musical worship. There is room for creative 
expression in other ways as there was in the very building of 
the tabernacles of Moses, of David and the temple Solomon 
built to David’s plans. However there is an emphasis on 
musical worship – instruments and singing, prophesying and 
making petitions (See 1 Chronicles 16:4 and 1 Chronicles 
25:1). This is the heart of the tent of David, the house of 
prayer. 
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This is the kind of worship God delights in; this is the kind of 
worship He spoke to David, the man after God’s own heart, 
about. This is the kind of worship God is restoring to the church 
at this time. It is a movement that is growing around the earth. 
There have been expressions of it in different ways at different 
times. It is not necessarily a lifestyle God is calling the whole 
church to, just as it was only one tribe out of twelve who served 
in the House of the Lord, so it is something God is calling some 
of the body of Christ to, to serve the rest of the body of Christ 
and the nations of the earth. And to minister to God night and 
day. Even out of 38,000 Levites, 4,000 were set apart to be 
musicians, 288 to be singers and 4,000 as gatekeepers. (I 
liken the gatekeepers to intercessors, keeping watch). The rest 
of the Levites had other duties and responsibilities. As with the 
church in our time some are evangelists etc. But we are each 
encouraged, and the body as a whole are built up, as we each 
do the work God gave us to do. 
 
Although it was a small proportion of the people whose lives 
were given to keeping 24/7 worship and prayer going in the 
tabernacle or temple, it was a place where the rest of the 
Israelites came for festivals and celebrations. At other times, 
too, individuals would come to the tabernacle, to spend time in 
the presence of God. The Levites led but all Israel joined in the 
worship. 
 
There have been some notable expressions of this in the past. 
One of the earliest known in Christendom (though there were 
others before this), is in the 6th century in Bangor, Northern 
Ireland. Here a monk called Comgall set up 24/7 worship and 
prayer. It lasted for somewhere between 150-300 years. 
Bangor was known as ‘the light of the world’ because a 
missions movement went out from that place of 24/7 prayer 
and worship, carrying the gospel of Jesus Christ -‘The Light of 
the World’. It touched Europe in particular, but also much of 
the, then, known world. 
 
In 1727, at a place called Herrnhut in Germany, the Moravians 
began a prayer meeting that continued 24 hours a day for 120 
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years, again resulting in a missions movement that touched 
many parts of the world. There may be many unknown others. 
The monastic movement itself, though not an expression many 
of us readily understand today, had at its core roots to be a 
place of prayer and worship and carrying the gospel. 
 
Just prior to the birth of Jesus there was a prophetess called 
Anna who prayed night and day with times of fasting, for over 
60 years (see Luke 2:36-38). When Jesus’ parents brought 
him as a baby to the temple, in accordance with the law, Anna 
recognised who Jesus was. She knew He was the Messiah, 
the one the Jews had been waiting for. She was a woman of 
prayer, keeping watch. 
 
In our time God is multiplying places of 24/7/prayer. Some call 
themselves a House of Prayer, some a Boiler Room. Some are 
full on 24/7, some are working towards that as God brings in 
the workers. 
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Why 24/7 Prayer and Worship? 
 
Before we look at the question of why 24/7 prayer I realise that 
for some there is an even more profound question – why do 
we need to gather together to pray at all? It’s a reasonable 
question. Why isn’t it enough for me to pray in my room and 
you to pray in yours? Why do we need to meet together for 
prayer? If we don’t understand why the church needs to gather 
for prayer anyway, we won’t get a vision for the houses of 
prayer that are springing up across the globe. See Appendix A 
for a discussion of this matter. 
 
IHOP calls its staff members intercessory missionaries. They 
spend 24 (or more) hours a week praying and worshipping in 
the prayer room and 24 hours working in some capacity to 
keep the missions base functioning (c/f the Levites). Not all 
that time in the prayer room is necessarily spent in, what most 
of us understand as, intercessory prayer – petitioning God on 
behalf of other people/nations. However as I have been 
preparing this booklet I have realised that worshipping God as 
part of a 24/7 House of Prayer and worship is, in itself, an act 
of intercession. In fact worshipping God, full stop, is in some 
measure an act of intercession.  Worship invites the presence 
of God into your own life, the life of your community and 
nation. The presence of God, the manifest presence of God, 
changes people, churches, communities and nations. God 
responds to our worship in ways we have not begun to imagine 
or dream of. That’s fundamentally what the tabernacle of David 
was about –the tabernacle of Moses, too. They are both 
ultimately about worship. A corporate meeting place 
(remember the tent of meeting) with each other and God. My 
own personal place of worship and prayer with God is 
essential – without it my corporate worship lacks some 
integrity. It is also the place I am changed. But as we gather 
together we become inhabited by the Spirit of God, and that 
means the Spirit of God dwells among communities and 
nations where God’s people gather. Where there is a place of 
constant worship and prayer, so the presence of God dwells in 
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a different measure. It brings an increased dynamic of the 
presence of God, and He brings change. It may not be ‘seen’ 
immediately, but we can be sure it is changing.  
 
Petitions and intercessory prayer still need to be made; 
evangelists still need to preach the gospel and disciples (that’s 
all of us) still need to witness – to share our testimony of God’s 
work in our lives with people. But a place of 24/7 prayer and 
worship changes the spiritual ‘atmosphere’ – causes these 
things to be more effective. 
 
In Jeremy Sinnott’s book ‘Audience of One,’ he calls our 
worship ‘the voice of the bride,’ and God loves to hear the 
voice of His bride singing to Him. He made your voice the way 
it is and it’s the journey from heart to expression He is 
interested in. He listens to the heart in your voice so don’t 
worry if you don’t think you can sing, it truly is beautiful to God. 
(Song of Songs 2:14 My dove in the clefts of the rock, in the 
hiding places on the mountainside, show me your face, let me 
hear your voice; for your voice is sweet, and your face is 
lovely.) Of course, on the whole, it is better to have people who 
can sing and play an instrument up the front to enhance and 
encourage rather than put off! But in the congregation sing 
your heart out, no matter what you think your voice is like! 
 
I have been making a case for Houses of Prayer around the 
world. Every town and city should have one! But it is, of 
course, God’s business to raise them up when and where He 
chooses. 
 
What does this mean for the local church? I believe they serve 
the local church. They are not ‘a church’ – not what we 
generally understand as a church, here in the west, at least. 
There will, most probably, be people who will serve full-time in 
a House of Prayer but it will also draw people from the local 
congregations – all and any! In addition to the singers, 
musicians and gatekeepers, much like the tabernacle and the 
temple, it will be a place where the people of God can come 
and soak in the presence of God and join in the worship and 
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prayer. And that on-going presence of God will draw people 
who don’t know Him. Mission (in all that it means) will naturally 
supernaturally flow out from a 24/7 place of worship and 
prayer. The focus is to touch God’s heart in worship and to 
pray the things that are on his heart. The overflow of it has to 
be a heart for people. When the first commandment is truly first 
(Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul 
and with all your mind Matthew 22:37) the second has to flow 
out of it (Love your neighbour as yourself Matthew 22:39). It is 
the way of the love of God. However for too long the church 
has tried to do mission with scant prayer cover, when it needs 
to be birthed from the place of prayer. 
 
The second way 24/7 prayer can impact the life of the local 
church is to have periods of 24 hour worship and prayer at the 
church. Many churches are beginning to do this, as I have 
already touched on. There are some good books out there 
already to help you begin this, though it will always have the 
flavour of your own church (see Recommended Reading). The 
key is to begin simple. Encourage people to sign up for a 
specific hour (or more). If you are a small congregation and 
depending on the implications of access to the building at 
night, you could start with 12 hours. Let it grow at a 
manageable pace. Some churches catch it instantly, some 
take more time. But, in my experience, all who take part love it. 
 
You can increase to two days and up to a week (or more if you 
can). You can have a designated prayer room – which has 
some advantages – or you can use your main church meeting 
place, which may have other advantages. However long or 
short a time you can manage it is good to aim to do it on a 
regular basis, to make it a part of your church life. You can do 
it weekly, monthly, bi-monthly, whatever works in your 
situation. It will impact the spiritual life of your church and of 
the individuals in your church. Sadly many people believe 
prayer to be boring, and this has often been borne out by their 
experience of church prayer meetings. Sometimes it is simply 
our own preconceptions of prayer or our battles with 
confidence. It will take time to change the ‘culture’ of prayer in 
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your church, but it will be of inestimable value to your 
congregation and community and, more importantly, to God. 
So persevere with it. 
 
In 2006 my husband, Frederick, and I co-ordinated 10 days of 
night and day prayer at our church. We were, at that time, quite 
a small church and it was probably rather ambitious! We 
converted a disused space into a prayer room, launched a 
sign-up rota, encouraged people from the front. We did not 
cover every hour, but more than two thirds of the church took 
part. Later we ran 12 hour prayer days with people signing up 
for an hour or more through the day. It can be hard to sustain 
something regular in a church situation. But there are different 
ways of building, often slowly, a regular heartbeat of prayer in 
a local congregation. 
 
The Bible is very clear that as the time draws closer to the 
return of Jesus, the days will grow darker and more difficult. 
We already live in a time where there are ‘wars and rumours of 
wars,’ earthquakes and famines. The Bible says this is not the 
end but the beginning of the end (see Matthew 24:6). There 
will be unprecedented disruption in the natural order of this 
world. Evil will increase and there will be judgement poured out 
on the earth in ways we cannot fully understand. As strange as 
it may seem, it is God’s mercy to us. He will do whatever it 
takes to wake people up to reality, to their need to know God 
and to walk in His love. It is the only thing that will keep us to 
the end. 
 
These things do not need to be a surprise to us – God wants to 
share His heart with us. As Christians it is only as we draw 
close to him through prayer and worship, knowing Scripture – 
meditating on it, studying it – that we will understand His 
purpose, even if we don’t fully understand His ways. We do not 
need to feel afraid of the days to come, we need to draw close 
to Him and let Him fill us with His Spirit and His peace. As the 
world gets darker, we will – as God’s people – shine brighter. 
And when the people of the earth who don’t know God, fear 
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and question we need to be able to give them a reason to 
hope. 
 
Houses of Prayer, and periods of 24/7 in churches etc, are a 
vital part of God’s preparing His people, His body, His end-time 
army – the bride He is coming back for. In that place of prayer 
and worship and feeding on Scripture, we will grow in love for 
our God, and in faith that trusts Him and does not become 
offended by actions on His part that we don’t understand. ‘We 
are not of those who shrink back...’ We cannot know the day or 
hour of His coming but we can make ourselves ready 
(Revelation 19:7-8) and understand the times and seasons 
(Matthew 24:32-33). Let us be ‘wise virgins’ in this hour – let’s 
make sure we have plenty of oil!  
 
Even more than preparing us, the church, for the return of 
Jesus (which is vital) 24/7 and Houses of prayer are part of the 
cry of the church for His return. There are many things that will 
bring about the return of Jesus, some of which we can see in 
Scripture, some are probably hidden in the heart of God alone. 
But one thing is for sure Jesus will come back, in part, to the 
response of His bride crying out and longing for His return.  
‘The Spirit and the Bride say “Come!”’ Revelation 22:17 
 
Whether you are called to be a part of a 24/7 House of Prayer 
or not, you can live a lifestyle of prayer and worship; you can 
seek the face of God and feed on Scripture and make yourself 
ready. We need to be sure of the goodness of God and His 
ways. He is a jealous God and will not share you with another. 
And yet, so great is His love, He understands the struggles of 
remaining wholehearted in this sin-sick world. Every movement 
of your heart towards Him, delights Him. ‘You have stolen my 
hear, my sister, my bride; you have stolen my heart with one 
glance of your eye...’ Song of songs 4:9. 
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Recommended Books 
 

Study and meditate on the Scriptures used in this booklet – 

ask God to speak to you through them. 

Audience of One by Jeremy and Connie Sinnott. Published by 

Destiny Image. This is an excellent book about worship in 

which he talks about the tabernacle of David and 24/7 prayer 

and worship. 

Red Moon Rising by Pete Grieg and Dave Roberts. Published 

by Kingsway Publications. This is about the birth of the 24/7 

Prayer Movement that began in Chichester, England. 

Punk Monk:New Monasticism and the Ancient Art of Breathing 

by Andy Freeman and Pete Grieg. Published by Regal Books. 

This is about the ‘Boiler Room’ in Reading, England, born out 

of the 24/7 Prayer Movement. 

‘A Woman’s Heart God’s Dwelling Place’ by Beth Moore 

published by Lifeway. This is an in-depth Bible Study with a 

book and CDs/DVDs about the Tabernacle of Moses. Men - 

don’t let the ‘woman’s heart’ put you off – it ‘s suitable for 

anyone’s heart! 

Restoration of the Tabernacle of David published by 

Progressive Vision Publishing. This is a look at the restoration 

of the Tabernacle of David from several different authors. 

The Pleasures of Loving God by Mike Bickle published by 

Forerunner Books. A look at intimacy with God from the 

perspective of a man who is living the reality of 24/7 prayer 

and worship. 
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Appendix A 
Why does the Church need to gather 
together to pray? 
 
2 Chronicles 7:14-15 
‘...if my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then will I turn from heaven and will forgive their 
sin and will heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and my 
ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place.’ 
 
Let’s take a quick look at some of the aspects of this promise 
of God’s to His people. If my people...this implies a corporate 
cry to God. What is ‘this place’ God is referring to here? The 
temple. This was God’s response to the dedication of the 
temple that they had just completed. It was a place, throughout 
the Old and New testaments, where the Jewish people 
gathered together for prayer. The result would be change, 
transformation. In this case their land – the land would be 
healed. Of course it goes along with humbling themselves, 
seeking God’s face and repentance! 
 
The corporate expression of prayer and worship has to be born 
out of each individual’s devotional/prayer life. They feed each 
other. One of the main reasons, I believe, for the 
prayerlessness in our churches is that God’s people are, often, 
individually prayerless. I refer here to the church in the UK - I 
can’t speak for other nations. And, of course, there are shining 
exceptions to this. 

 
The temple is the dwelling place of God. God’s people are now 
His temple (individually as well but certainly as a whole or 
corporately, too).  
2 Corinthians 6:16 What agreement is there between the 
temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living 
God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among 
them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 
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There are many examples in the Old and New Testaments of 
God’s people gathering together to pray.  

 
For some Old Testaments examples – see the books of 
Nehemiah, Ezra and the Psalms.  
 
Joel 1:14 Declare a holy fast; call a sacred assembly.  
Summon the elders and all who live in the land  
to the house of the LORD your God,  
and cry out to the LORD. 
 
Joel 2:15-17 Blow the trumpet in Zion,  declare a holy fast, call 
a sacred assembly.  
Gather the people, consecrate the assembly;  
bring together the elders, gather the children,  
those nursing at the breast.  
Let the bridegroom leave his room  
and the bride her chamber.  
Let the priests, who minister before the LORD,  
weep between the temple porch and the altar.  
Let them say, "Spare your people, O LORD.  
Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn,  
a byword among the nations.  
Why should they say among the peoples,  
'Where is their God?' " 

 
 

For some New Testament examples see – 
Acts  2:1-2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 
together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 
violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house 
where they were sitting. 

 
Acts 2:42, 46-47 They devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer... Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
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enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to 
their number daily those who were being saved. 

 
See also Acts 4:23-32; Acts 12:12; Acts 13:2;  
1 Corinthians 12, 14 – in particular  
1 Corinthians 14:26 What then shall we say, brothers? When 
you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of 
instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of 
these must be done for the strengthening of the church. 
 
These are just a few examples. I particularly want to pick up 
the examples from Joel. This was a call to all – leaders, adults, 
children. Regardless of what was going on in their lives they 
were being called to make gathering for prayer a priority at this 
critical time. It was a corporate call but required an individual 
response.  
 
It’s what is happening in heaven. See Revelation 4:7-11; 
Revelation 5:8 (-14) 8And when he had taken it, the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 
Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden 
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
See also Revelation 7:9-17; Revelation 15:1-4; Revelation 
19:1-8 
 
Let’s not artificially separate worship and prayer – they 
intrinsically go together. 

 
Fundamentally prayer and worship are what the church does – 
it is expression of relationship. It is the place of encountering 
God. Together we are the bride of Christ. It is where we 
express love, receive love and hear the heart of God and turn 
it back into prayer/intercession. I am not enough alone. We are 
the body of Christ – the sent out ones. Mission and evangelism 
can only come out of a place of prayer, particularly corporate 
prayer.  
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 It is in the gathering together that the Spirit fell – time 
and time again, actually, not just the day of Pentecost. 
There is a different dynamic to corporate gatherings. 
 

 It builds unity. Jesus prayed for the unity of believers 
(see Jesus’ prayer in John 17:20-23). 
 

 Leviticus 26:7-8  You will pursue your enemies, and 
they will fall by the sword before you. Five of you will 
chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten 
thousand, and your enemies will fall by the sword 
before you. 
This is the principle of multiplication as people are 
multiplied in warfare so their effect is greater than the 
sum total of individuals. 
 

 It is a people that God has saved and called for 
Himself. His people are His body, His bride. In the 
corporate setting gifts (See 1 Cor. 14:26) are released, 
we all have something to bring. It is when we pray with 
others we often get a bigger picture, more details of 
how God may want us to pray for an issue/situation/ 
person. 

 

 Last but by no means least Jesus Himself said in 
Matthew 18:19-20  19"Again, I tell you that if two of you 
on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be 
done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two 
or three come together in my name, there am I with 
them." 
 

There is a mythology in the church that prayer is difficult and/or 
boring and only some people are really able do it, or that it has 
to be done in a particular way. A prayer meeting led by the 
Spirit is the most exciting place on earth to be. God shares His 
heart with us and we agree with him in prayer and things 
change. He wants us to work in partnership with Him. He gave 
us the earth to rule in His name, it got stolen and He’s given it 
back to those of us who believe, and we can change things. 
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Not always instantly but bit by bit we can affect the spiritual 
atmosphere. Prayer is part of the way we rule this earth and 
fulfil the mandate He gave us at creation (see Genesis 1:28). 
When we pray in the name of Jesus (we don’t have to say the 
words for it to be in the name of Jesus) we are speaking in the 
authority He invested in us, we bring in, or extend, His 
kingdom. 
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Appendix B 
Israel: God’s end –time purposes 
 
This is a vast and very important subject, far too big to deal 
with adequately in an appendix. Far better people than I have 
written excellent books about God’s end time purposes for 
Israel. However I want to encourage you to take this away and 
study it for yourself, don’t take my word for it on this or 
anything else. Look at the Scriptures below, study them in 
context, meditate on them. Let God speak to you about His 
purposes for Israel. The place to begin is Scripture, so below 
are some Scripture references to start you off, and some books 
to help you study further.  
 
Let me be clear, it is not about believing Israel can do no 
wrong. And it is not about taking on Jewish culture or ritual law. 
 
All I want to say is that if you desire the return of Jesus, and I 
hope you do, you will need to get a hold of the fact that Israel 
is crucial to the return of Jesus. One day the nations of the 
earth will gather against Israel – I’m sure you’ll agree that it’s 
not so hard to imagine! And Jesus will return and rescue His 
people; they will finally say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord.’ See Matthew 23:39) He is a faithful God 
and remains faithful to His covenant. Why would we think He 
would do anything else? Our salvation depends on His 
faithfulness. He made an eternal covenant with Israel and He 
will be true to it, just as He will be true to the covenant He has 
made with you and me. He is not a man that He would lie.  
 
For nearly 2,000 years no one could understand how the 
nation of Israel could be significant in God’s end time plan as 
Israel had not existed since the Roman empire did away with it 
in AD 70 (it was not an independent nation even then). But we 
are privileged to be alive at a unique time in the history of the 
world. In 1948, after one of the biggest and most horrendous 
attempted genocides the world has known, God worked a 
miracle. The nation of Israel was born (or re-born) in a day. 
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Probably even more miraculously, the nations of the earth for a 
short while sympathised enough with the plight of the Jews 
after the second world war that they agreed to allow them to 
have a homeland; their ancient homeland of Israel. The rest, of 
course, is history. But it means there is a land of Israel to be 
central to God’s plans. 
 
Below are some books and Scriptures to read and study to 
help you understand this important issue. 
 
Scriptures – these are by no means exhaustive, just a 
beginning. Some of these Scriptures can be applied to the 
Church but they were first spoken to Israel. Some are 
fundamentally about the land and people of Israel. 
 
God’s promises to Abraham and Jacob  
Genesis 12:1-3, 6-7 
Genesis 13:14-18 
Genesis 17:1-8 
Genesis 28:10-15 
Genesis 35:11-15 
 
God’s future purposes for Jerusalem and Israel 
Zechariah 12 
Amos 9:14-15 
Isaiah 62:1-12 
Psalm 122:6-9 
Isaiah 2:1-4 
Zechariah 8:1-8 
Isaiah 60:14-22 
Joel 3:16-17 
Jeremiah 33:9 
Zechariah 1:14-17 
Isaiah 27:6 
 
His desire for Israel 
Joel 3:16-18 
Psalm 125:2 
Isaiah 52:9 
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Isaiah 40:1-2 
Matthew 23:37-39 
 
The Apostle Paul’s take on Israel 
Romans 11 
 
Books – there are many out there, these are a few that I have 
found helpful, to start you off! 
 
Battle for Israel by Lance Lambert. Published by Kingsway 
Publications 
 
The Uniqueness of Israel by Lance Lambert. Published by 
Kingsway Publications 
 
Praying for Israel’s Destiny by James W Goll. Published by 
Chosen Books 
 
 
 

 


